sON

._matxon about . Rilia :which the.CIA has

Approved For Release 2007/08/20 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100120091-1

Tt

4

2]
&\:{;’bi[’,,,
Ly Lo
Cpen BIFREDG[LLXLS -

Dem er Post Smi[ W rm,r '

- Adm! Stansfield Turner, director of the

Central Inielligence Agency, has miain-
“lained that ‘he agency has -been “as
* forthcoming as possible” in releasing its
‘- information - on the disappearance and
\\hereabouts of Professor Thomas Riha. -

Turner said:he’is;satisfied that infor-

. witnheld from Riha's- estate “appears
“to. have no 'prohatwe value insofar as
' Thomas Riha’s dxaappealance or where-_

“abouts is concerned.”. '

“Turner made his remarks after ‘his re-

,' ‘cent -review of CIA records- and reports

“on Riha, who vanished wilhout a trace
- from Boulder move than 81z years ago.
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. eonservatot, ZdenPk Cerw"zy of Boulder,

Riha's nephew.””

In an Oct. 8 letter to Matsen, "Turner
said he had requested a summary of the
facts in the Riha case to he prepdxed by
CIA o.‘ncmls for his review.

TTURNER ALSO SAID he reviewed CIA
Jdocuments realting to an alleged sightiug
of RJha in Czecheslovakia in 1973, That
report, ' Tarner noted,
information” furnished ia
confidence to the CIA by one of us io-
telligence soucrces.

; The CIA dxrector stres<ed m it he was »
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‘At that -time, - Riha. was an associaie '

" ‘professor of Russian, luatory at the Um-".,
-versity ‘'of Coiorado.

.. TURNER AGREE D TO tlxe tha-cqse :

;revxew in.response to a recommenda-

_tion made- last Aug..1 by US. Dist.~
+Judge Richard F.,\Iatsch of US st-»

trxct CourtmDenver R e

- Matsclr made--the* recommenddtmn ln_

v an effort to resolve a long-standing battle

t that representatives of Riha’s estate have

rheen waging for' CIA information on the’
nuasm professor “That batth prmmpally:

‘was 3omed by, “Martin D. Bucldey of 4

Dem er; attomey for Riha’s estate and 1ts

u‘»u 3o weiesime: o + Soad e walewadmamebila.
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bound o proteci the idencity of the oon
fdential souree, Aued Turner said ibe €03

ook no intesiTative action en e ¢
ed sighting .n.-i doesnt kuow the iarpi:

of the originl source of the siahting i
.repart er wh ctier tn» informntion iz a-

curate.

‘In his letier o Matseh, Twner wan. i
amn unot inzensitive o the plaintiff’s (Cer-
veny's) dosire o delerming whether hkix
uncie is. alive of deud, lowever, o9
opinion, the wmest tint can be said e
the information vcoriained in nrency et
roents is thal it is meanelusize.”
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